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played, as on former occasions when the Chief took the field in
person, whether for the purpose of war or sport. The banner
was delivered by Lady Anne Scott to Master Walter Scott,
younger of Abbotsford, who attended suitably mounted and
armed, and riding over the field displayed it to the sound of
the war-pipes, and amid the acclamations of the assembled
spectators, who could not be fewer than 2000 in number.
That this singular renewal of an ancient military custom might
not want poetical celebrity, verses were distributed among the
spectators, composed for the occasion by Mr. Walter Scott and
the Ettrick Shepherd. — Mr. James Hogg acted as aide-de-
camp to the Earl of Home in the command of the Yarrow
men, and Mr. Eobert Henderson of Selkirk to Mr. Clarkson,
both of whom contributed not a little to the good order of the
day.
. " The ball was thrown up between the parties by the Duke
of Buccleuch, and the first game was gained, after a severe
conflict of an hour and a half duration, by the Selkirk men.
The second game was still more severely contested, and after
a close and stubborn struggle of more than three hours, with
various fortune, and much display of strength and agility on
both sides, was at length carried by the Yarrow men. The
ball should then have been thrown up a third time, but consid-
erable difficulty occurred in arranging the voluntary auxiliaries
from other parishes, so as to make the match,equal; and, as
the day began to close, it was found impossible to bring the
strife to an issue, by playing a decisive game.
"Both parties, therefore, parted with equal honors, but,
before they left the ground, the Sheriff threw up his hat, and
in Lord Dalkeith's name and his own, challenged the Yarrow
men, on the part of the Sutors, to a match to be played upon
the first convenient opportunity, with 100 picked men only on
each side. The challenge was mutually accepted by Lord
Home, on his own part, and for Lord John Scott, and was re-
ceived with acclamation by the players on both sides. The
principal gentlemen present took part with one side or other,
except the Duke of Buccleuch, who remains neutral. Great
play is expected, and all bets are to be paid by the losers to the
poor of the winning parish. We cannot dismiss the subject
without giving our highest commendation to the Earl of Home,

